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compartment and occupy the next one, Mr. Gandhi said : "We
are not going to, and we will reach the Transvaal in this very
compartment."
The conductor said, "I order you to go,"
Mr, Gandhi said, "It was the conductor at Durban who placed
us here," The conductor retorted, "Don't argue with me, I
tell you to get out. This compartment is for the Europeans, This
train is under my charge."
Without entering into an argument, Mr. Gandhi decided to
remain in the same compartment with his companions and hoped
to be arrested for disobeying the conductor's order, He thought
that this was a good opportunity that had offered itself for him
to go to gaol Some Indians who were present there saw what
was happening and were glad to think the incident would have
a good result. But Mr, Windon, who was on the spot, spoiled
the game. The conductor did not recognize Mr, Gandhi.
Mr, Windon went to him and told him the name. That made
the conductor hold his peace, Afterwards he had a long con-
versation with Mr. Gandhi in the presence of other conductors and
told him that he was only doing his duty. In his ignorance, how-
ever, the friend, with the best of intentions, behaved like an enemy,
Had Mr. Gandhi been arrested at Ladysmith, some of the problems
concerning railways would have been solved and, incidentally,
the struggle would have gained strength. All the Indians on the
platform were disappointed and, later on, Mr. Windon realized
that it would have been far better if he had not interfered.
Mr. Gandhi has sent a written complaint about this to the
General Manager, telling him that he was informed by the Indians
who were on the station that such hardships were a common experi-
ence. He has also pointed out in the letter that the Station Master,
instead of attending to the complaint, behaved rather rudely.
[From Gujarati]
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